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P L A N T  A  T R E E . 

S A V E  E N E R G Y . 

S A V E  M O N E Y .

 Save on your energy bill and 

add beauty to your home or 

business by using trees to 

shade your property

and qualify for a

$50 rebate
on your utility bill.

Not only are trees aesthetically pleasing, 

increase property value, provide cooling 

shade to your home’s interior and exterior, 

they also remove pollutants from the air, 

reduce stormwater runoff and improve the 

environment for a sustainable future.

To apply for this program, fill out 

application provided on this brochure, 

detatch at perforation,  seal sides and 

top flap (moisten sides and seal, moisten 

top flap, fold and seal) and insert original 

sales receipt or paid invoice for trees 

purchased indicating date of purchase, 

size species, dealer name and address. 

Qualifying trees must be purchased 

after program start date.

program sTarTs

October 1, 2010

applicaTioNs due by

April 1, 2011

CONTACTS FOR TREE REBATE PROGRAM

CPS EnErgy
eNviroNmeNTal

matthew schwarz & carla de la chapa
(210) 353-2092

email: mschwarz@cpsenergy.com

City Of SAn AntOniO
office of eNviroNmeNTal policy

philip gates & liza meyer
(210) 207-6103

email: oep@sanantonio.gov

FOR TREE PLANTING ADVICE

City Of SAn AntOniO
michael Nentwich, City Forester

(210) 207-3108
email: michael.nentwich@sanantonio.gov

City Of SAn AntOniO
mark bird, City Arborist

(210) 207-0278
email: mark.bird@sanantonio.gov

tExAS fOrESt SErviCE
paul Johnson, Regional Urban Forester

(210) 494-4771
email: pjohnson@tfs.tamu.edu

FOR MULCH

311
city brush site located at 1800 old bitters rd.

solid Waste mgmt

OTHER CONTACTS

SAWS
mark peterson,

Project Coordinator - Conservation
(210) 467-6575

email: mark.peterson@saws.org

tx A&M COOPErAtivE ExtEnSiOn
david rodriguez, County Extension Agent

(210) 233-3081
email: dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu

MAStEr gArdEnErS
(210) 467-6575

gArdEning vOluntEErS Of SOuth tExAS
(210) 522-9220

tWO-yEAr trEE MAintEnAnCE AgrEEMEnt

in exchange for my tree rebate, i agree to care for the 
tree(s) for two (2) years according to the following 
guidelines.

plaNTiNg
call 811 one-call and saWs 233-2010 for utility locator 
service before creating site plan.

once utility lines are marked, identify tree-planting 
locations 10-30 ft from building on the west, south, and/
or east sides.  

dig a hole at least two (2) times the diameter of the root 
collar, preferably wider.

always keep the top of the root-ball level with 
surrounding grade. Never put soil on top of the root-ball – 
only around it.

Water the root ball and backfill completely. apply another  
7 – 9 gallons of water over the entire planting zone.

remove all nursery ties, flagging, wire, rope, and tags.

WaTeriNg
ample soil moisture must be maintained throughout the 
two-year maintenance period. Need for watering can be 
determined by feeling the soil under the mulch at 3 – 6” 
depth for moisture. (check twice per week for adequate  
soil moisture).

in the absence of effective rain, water 2 gallons twice a 
week for first 3 months, then once a week from march 
through october with 3 gallons for the next two (2) years 
or fill a 15 gallon Tree gatorbag Jr.® once a week for 3 
months and once a month from march through october  
for the next two (2) years.

mulcH
mulch must be renewed once a year at 2” depth and at 
a radius of 24 – 36” from, but not touching, the trunk of 
each tree for the two-year maintenance period. proper 
mulching helps retain water, moderates soil temperature, 
and can reduce the need for weed control. 

inexpensive mulch is available from the city’s brush site, 
located at 1800 old bitters road. for more information on 
this resource, dial 311 to contact the solid Waste division 
of the public Works department.  

Tree Wells
Tree wells must be kept free of weeds for the two-
year maintenance period. This weed-free zone can be 
accomplished by pulling weeds on a monthly basis. do 
not use string trimmers within the mulched area around a 
tree.  string trimmers will damage and may kill the tree.

ferTiliZe
fertilize with a slow release fertilizer annually, preferably 
in the fall.



Mesquite
Tree Size: Medium
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Moderate
Water Needs: Dry

Lacey Oak
Tree Size: Medium
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Slow
Water Needs: Dry

Anaqua
Tree Size: Medium
Leaf Type: Evergreen
Growth Rate: Slow
Water Needs: Dry

Cedar Elm
Tree Size: Large
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Moderate
Water Needs: Moderate

Chinquapin Oak
Tree Size: Medium
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Moderate
Water Needs: Moderate

Texas Red Oak
Tree Size: Medium
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Moderate
Water Needs: Dry

Live Oak
Tree Size: Large
Leaf Type: Evergreen
Growth Rate: Moderate
Water Needs: Moderate

Mexican White Oak
Tree Size: Medium
Leaf Type: Semi-Evergreen
Growth Rate: Rapid
Water Needs: Moderate

Pecan
Tree Size: Large
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Moderate
Water Needs: Moderate

Bur Oak
Tree Size: Large
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Rapid
Water Needs: Moderate

Montezuma Cypress
Tree Size: Large
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Rapid
Water Needs: Moderate

Mexican Sycamore
Tree Size: Large
Leaf Type: Deciduous
Growth Rate: Rapid
Water Needs: Moderate

Rebate teRms
1.	Must	be	a	CPS	Energy	customer	to	receive	rebate	in	the	form	of	
credit	on	utility	bill.

2.	Purchase	an	eligible	tree	during	October	1,	2010	through		
April	1,	2011.

3.	Tree	must	be	size	#5	container	or	larger	and	from	approved	
species	list.

4.	Plant	tree	within	10-30	ft	of	air-conditioned	building	on	the	west,	
south,	and	east	sides	only	(indicate	tree	location	on	planting	site	
plan).		Trees	planted	on	the	north	do	not	qualify.

5.	LiMiT	ThrEE	(3)	TrEE	rEbATES	fOr	A	MAxiMuM	Of	$150	
PEr	CuSTOMEr	AddrESS.

6.	read	and	follow	the	required	two-year	maintenance	agreement.
7.	Complete	and	sign	this	application,	and	SubMiT	wiTh	COPy	Or	
OriginAL	rECEiPT	frOM	TrEE	PurChASE.	

aPPLICaNt INFORmatION
PLEASE	TyPE	Or	PrinT	CLEArLy	uSing	bLACK	Or	bLuE	inK.

ChECK	OnE	bOx:	
	 rESidEnTiAL/hOA	 SChOOL	 buSinESS/COMMErCiAL

____________________________________________________ 	 	 _______________________
	 nAME	Of	rEbATE	rECiPiEnT	 CPS	EnErgy	ACCOunT	#

____________________________________________________ 	 	 _______________________
	 MAiLing	AddrESS	(if	different	from	above)	 ZiP	

									

____________________________________________________ 	 	 _______________________
	 AddrESS	(where	trees	will	be	planted)	 ZiP	

																																													 NOte:		if	you	are	renting,	property	owner’s	signature	is	required.

____________________________________________________ 	 	 _______________________
	 EMAiL	 PhOnE	nuMbEr

	 your	site	plan	should	be	as	accurate	and	as	close	to	scale	as	
possible	paying	close	attention	to	details	such	as	house	orientation	
and	location	of	air	conditioning	units.	you	mUst	call	811	One-Call	and	
SAwS	233-2010	at	least	three	business	days	prior	to	preparing	tree	
planting	site	plan	and	planting	your	trees.		
	you	mUst	plant	tree	within	10-30	feet	of	air-conditioned	
building(s).

	On	the	west,	south,	and	east	sides	of	the	building	only.			
Trees	planted	to	the	north	do	not	qualify.

	 in	the	box	to	the	right,	provide	an	accurate	sketch	of	the	proposed	
planting	site.		Please	indicate	the	location	of	your	trees	using	the	number	
that	corresponds	with	the	species	above.		write	“frOnT”	to	indicate	the	
front	of	your	house/building	(use	additional	pages	if	needed	and	enclude).

T R E E  R E B A T E  F O R  E N E R G Y  S A V I N G S  A P P L I C A T I O N

tRee INFORmatION

1.		______________________________________________

2.		______________________________________________

3.		______________________________________________
By signing this application, I understand the program 
provides a $50 rebate*, given in the form of a credit on 
my utility bill and in order to qualify:
	i	must	purchase	an	eligible	tree	And	plant	it	wiThin	10-30	ft	
of	my	building	on	the	west,	south,	or	east	sides.
	i	understand	that	in	order	to	qualify	a	program	representative	
may	perform	a	visual	inspection	of	site	plan	and	i	agree	to	be	
contacted	in	the	future	to	track	survivability.
	i	understand	that	CPS	Energy	is	not	responsible	for	any	
personal	or	property	damage	incurred	by	participation	in	this	
program	and	that	CPS	Energy	does	not	ensure	survival	of	the	
tree.	
	i	agree	to	follow	the	required	two-year	maintenance	
agreement	for	the	trees	planted.
	i	understand	that	CPS	Energy	reserves	the	right	to	deny	
any	rebate	request	if	the	application	does	not	conform	to	
the	program	qualifications,	procedures,	and	specifications,	
with	no	exceptions.		funding	for	this	program	is	limited	and	
provided	in	part	by	the	American	recovery	and	reinvestment	
Act	through	the	uS	department	of	Energy	and	will	be	
awarded	on	a	first	come,	first	serve	basis.

___________________________________________________ 	 	___________________
	 APPLiCAnT’S	SignATurE	 dATE

___________________________________________________ 	 	___________________
	 PrOPErTy	OwnEr’S	SignATurE	(if	different	from	applicant)	 dATE

use	this	site	plan	as	an	
example	when	identifying	
locations	of	tree	plantings.
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M O I S T E N  G U M  &  F O L D  T O  S E A L  S I D E S .

M O I S T E N  G U M  &  F O L D  T O  S E A L  S I D E S .

S I T E  S T A N D A R D  G U I D E L I N E S

Tree species have been selected for their 
drought-resistant qualities.

Select large species if you have room and no 
overhead electric utility lines 

Locate trees to ensure clear lines of sight  
for traffic.

Select diversity to minimize possible pest  
& disease problems

Follow these guidelines to achieve maximum 
energy savings and proper tree distance and 

spacing when designing your site plan.

lOCAtiOn
• locate trees for maximum energy savings.  Trees must  

be planted within 10-30 feet of an air-conditioned 
building, on the west, south, and/or east sides. 

• locate trees for minimum interference with other 
structures (i.e. driveways, air conditioning units, utility 
lines, etc.).

• locate trees to ensure clear lines of sight for traffic.

• do not locate tree within utility easements, trees must  
be planted 25 ft away from overhead utility lines. 

 diStAnCE frOM MiniMuM fEEt

cable, WaTer,  
seWer liNes 2’

uTiliTies – gas/electric

 uNdergrouNd 5’

 over-Head liNes  
 & poWer poles 25’ (sHade Trees)

HydraNT aNd  
ligHT posTs 10’

curb 3’

iNTersecTioN (corNers) 30’

driveWays 15’

buildiNg 10’ 

beTWeeN Trees  15’
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This program is funded in part by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act through the U.S. Department of Energy

T R E E S  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M


